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This text examines the concepts and assumptions of the five major sociological theories and the

classical roots of the modern theories. It focuses upon functionalism, conflict theory, theories of

rational choice, symbolic interactionism and phenomenology. It provides feminist contributions and

critiques on each major perspective and expands the discussion of Pierre Bourdieu's theoretical

contributions. A new section on sociology of the body is also provided.
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A good introduction to some important sociological perspectives. I thought that the limited criticism

they made of each perspective was pretty fair even if it could have been a little more aggressive.

The authors do say something about the relative popularity of each perspective but I would have

liked to see more, using different metrics, ie. what share of articles published in top journals could

be described as functionalist? As a bit of a wonk, I also wish the authors had better related the

theory to policy research and scholarship in other disciplines. Note, this review refers to an out of

date paperback edition.
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